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BULL OF INDICTION OF THE EXTRAORDINARY JUBILEE OF MERCY
FRANCIS BISHOP OF ROME
SERVANT OF THE SERVANTS OF GOD
TO ALL WHO READ THIS LETTER
GRACE, MERCY, AND PEACE
Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy. These words might 1. well sum up the
mystery of the Christian faith. Mercy has become living and visible in Jesus of Nazareth,
reaching its culmination in him. The Father, “rich in mercy” (Eph 2:4), after having
revealed his name to Moses as “a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness” (Ex34:6), has never ceased to show, in
various ways throughout history, his divine nature. In the “fullness of time” (Gal 4:4),
when everything had been arranged according to his plan of salvation, he sent his only
Son into the world, born of the Virgin Mary, to reveal his love for us in a definitive way.
Whoever sees Jesus sees the Father (cf. Jn 14:9). Jesus of Nazareth, by his words, his
actions, and his entire person[1] reveals the mercy of God.
We need constantly to contemplate the mystery of mercy. It is a 2. wellspring of joy,
serenity, and peace. Our salvation depends on it. Mercy: the word reveals the very
mystery of the Most Holy Trinity. Mercy: the ultimate and supreme act by which God
comes to meet us. Mercy: the fundamental law that dwells in the heart of every person
who looks sincerely into the eyes of his brothers and sisters on the path of life. Mercy: the
bridge that connects God and man, opening our hearts to the hope of being loved forever
despite our sinfulness.
At times we are called to gaze even more attentively on mercy so 3. that we may become
a more effective sign of the Father’s action in our lives. For this reason I have proclaimed
an Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy as a special time for the Church, a time when the
witness of believers might grow stronger and more effective.
The Holy Year will open on 8 December 2015, the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception. This liturgical feast day recalls God’s action from the very beginning of the
history of mankind. After the sin of Adam and Eve, God did not wish to leave humanity
alone in the throes of evil. And so he turned his gaze to Mary, holy and immaculate in
love (cf. Eph 1:4), choosing her to be the Mother of man’s Redeemer. When faced with
the gravity of sin, God responds with the fullness of mercy. Mercy will always be greater
than any sin, and no one can place limits on the love of God who is ever ready to forgive.

I will have the joy of opening the Holy Door on the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception. On that day, the Holy Door will become a Door of Mercy through which
anyone who enters will experience the love of God who consoles, pardons, and instils
hope.
On the following Sunday, the Third Sunday of Advent, the Holy Door of the Cathedral of
Rome – that is, the Basilica of Saint John Lateran – will be opened. In the following
weeks, the Holy Doors of the other Papal Basilicas will be opened. On the same Sunday,
I will announce that in every local church, at the cathedral
– the mother church of the faithful in any particular area – or, alternatively, at the cocathedral or another church of special significance, a Door of Mercy will be opened for
the duration of the Holy Year. At the discretion of the local ordinary, a similar door may
be opened at any
shrine frequented by large groups of pilgrims, since visits to these holy sites are so often
grace-filled moments, as people discover a path to conversion. Every Particular Church,
therefore, will be directly involved in living out this Holy Year as an extraordinary
moment of grace and spiritual renewal. Thus the Jubilee will be celebrated both in Rome
and in the Particular Churches as a visible sign of the Church’s universal communion.
I have chosen the date of 8 December because of its rich meaning 4. in the recent history
of the Church. In fact, I will open the Holy Door on the fiftieth anniversary of the closing
of the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council. The Church feels a great need to keep this
event alive. With the Council, the Church entered a new phase of her history. The
Council Fathers strongly perceived, as a true breath of the Holy Spirit, a need to talk
about God to men and women of their time in a more accessible way. The walls which
for too long had made the Church a kind of fortress were torn down and the time had
come to proclaim the Gospel in a new way. It was a new phase of the same
evangelization that had existed from the beginning. It was a fresh undertaking for all
Christians to bear witness to their faith with greater enthusiasm and conviction. The
Church sensed a responsibility to be a living sign of the Father’s love in the world.
We recall the poignant words of Saint John XXIII when, opening the Council, he
indicated the path to follow: “Now the Bride of Christ wishes to use the medicine of
mercy rather than taking up arms of severity… The Catholic Church, as she holds high
the torch of Catholic truth at this Ecumenical Council, wants to show herself a loving
mother to all; patient, kind, moved by compassion and goodness toward her separated
children”.[2] Blessed Paul VI spoke in a similar vein at the closing of the Council: “We
prefer to point out how charity has been the principal religious feature of this Council…
the old story of the Good Samaritan has been the model of the spirituality of the
Council… a wave of affection and admiration flowed from the Council over the modern
world of humanity. Errors were condemned, indeed, because charity demanded this no
less than did truth, but for individuals themselves there was only admonition, respect and
love. Instead of depressing diagnoses, encouraging remedies; instead of direful
predictions, messages of trust issued from the Council to the present-day world. The
modern world’s values were not only respected but honoured, its efforts approved, its
aspirations purified and blessed… Another point we must stress is this: all this rich

teaching is channelled in one direction, the service of mankind, of every condition, in
every weakness and need”.[3]
With these sentiments of gratitude for everything the Church has received, and with a
sense of responsibility for the task that lies ahead, we shall cross the threshold of the
Holy Door fully confident that the strength of the Risen Lord, who constantly supports us
on our pilgrim way, will sustain us. May the Holy Spirit, who guides the steps of
believers in cooperating with the work of salvation wrought by Christ, lead the way and
support the People of God so that they may contemplate the face of mercy.[4]
In the parables devoted to mercy, Jesus reveals the nature of God 9. as that of a Father
who never gives up until he has forgiven the wrong and overcome rejection with
compassion and mercy. We know these parables well, three in particular: the lost sheep,
the lost coin, and the father with two sons (cf. Lk 15:1-32). In these parables, God is
always presented as full of joy, especially when he pardons. In them we find the core of
the Gospel and of our faith, because mercy is presented as a force that overcomes
everything, filling the heart with love and bringing consolation through pardon.
From another parable, we cull an important teaching for our Christian lives. In reply to
Peter’s question about how many times it is necessary to forgive, Jesus says: “I do not
say seven times, but seventy times seven times” (Mt 18:22). He then goes on to tell the
parable of the “ruthless servant,” who, called by his master to return a huge amount, begs
him on his knees for mercy. His master cancels his debt. But he then meets a fellow
servant who owes him a few cents and who in turn begs on his knees for mercy, but the
first servant refuses his request and throws him into jail. When the master hears of the
matter, he becomes infuriated and, summoning the first servant back to him, says,
“Should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?”
(Mt 18:33). Jesus concludes, “So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if
you do not forgive your brother from your heart” (Mt 18:35).
This parable contains a profound teaching for all of us. Jesus affirms that mercy is not
only an action of the Father, it becomes a criterion for ascertaining who his true children
are. In short, we are called to show mercy because mercy has first been shown to us.
Pardoning offences becomes the clearest expression of merciful love, and for us
Christians it is an imperative from which we cannot excuse ourselves. At times how hard
it seems to forgive! And yet pardon is the instrument placed into our fragile hands to
attain serenity of heart. To let go of anger, wrath, violence, and revenge are necessary
conditions to living joyfully. Let us therefore heed the Apostle’s exhortation: “Do not let
the sun go down on your anger” (Eph 4:26). Above all, let us listen to the words of Jesus
who made mercy an ideal of life and a criterion for the credibility of our faith: “Blessed
are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy” (Mt 5:7): the beatitude to which we should
particularly aspire in this Holy Year.
As we can see in Sacred Scripture, mercy is a key word that indicates God’s action
towards us. He does not limit himself merely to affirming his love, but makes it visible
and tangible. Love, after all, can never be just an abstraction. By its very nature, it

indicates something concrete: intentions, attitudes, and behaviours that are shown in daily
living. The mercy of God is his loving concern for each one of us. He feels responsible;
that is, he desires our wellbeing and he wants to see us happy, full of joy, and peaceful.
This is the path which the merciful love of Christians must also travel. As the Father
loves, so do his children. Just as he is merciful, so we are called to be merciful to each
other.
Mercy is the very foundation of the Church’s life. All of her 10. pastoral activity should
be caught up in the tenderness she makes present to believers; nothing in her preaching
and in her witness to the world can be lacking in mercy. The Church’s very credibility is
seen in how she shows merciful and compassionate love. The Church “has an endless
desire to show mercy”.[8] Perhaps we have long since forgotten how to show and live the
way of mercy. The temptation, on the one hand, to focus exclusively on justice made us
forget that this is only the first, albeit necessary and indispensable step. But the Church
needs to go beyond and strive for a higher and more important goal. On the other hand,
sad to say, we must admit that the practice of mercy is waning in the wider culture. In
some cases the word seems to have dropped out of use. However, without a witness to
mercy, life becomes fruitless and sterile, as if sequestered in a barren desert. The time has
come for the Church to take up the joyful call to mercy once more. It is time to return to
the basics and to bear the weaknesses and struggles of our brothers and sisters. Mercy is
the force that reawakens us to new life and instils in us the courage to look to the future
with hope.
Let us not forget the great teaching offered by Saint John Paul II in his second
Encyclical, 11.Dives in Misericordia, which at the time came unexpectedly, its theme
catching many by surprise. There are two passages in particular to which I would like to
draw attention. First, Saint John Paul II highlighted the fact that we had forgotten the
theme of mercy in today’s cultural milieu: “The present-day mentality, more perhaps than
that of people in the past, seems opposed to a God of mercy, and in fact tends to exclude
from life and to remove from the human heart the very idea of mercy. The word and the
concept of ‘mercy’ seem to cause uneasiness in man, who, thanks to the enormous
development of science and technology, never before known in history, has become the
master of the earth and has subdued and dominated it (cf. Gen 1:28). This dominion over
the earth, sometimes understood in a one-sided and superficial way, seems to have no
room for mercy… And this is why, in the situation of the Church and the world today,
many individuals and groups guided by a lively sense of faith are turning, I would say
almost spontaneously, to the mercy of God”.[9]
Furthermore, Saint John Paul II pushed for a more urgent proclamation and witness to
mercy in the contemporary world: “It is dictated by love for man, for all that is human
and which, according to the intuitions of many of our contemporaries, is threatened by an
immense danger. The mystery of Christ… obliges me to proclaim mercy as God’s
merciful love, revealed in that same mystery of Christ. It likewise obliges me to have
recourse to that mercy and to beg for it at this difficult, critical phase of the history of the
Church and of the world”.[10] This teaching is more pertinent than ever and deserves to
be taken up once again in this Holy Year. Let us listen to his words once more: “The

Church lives an authentic life when she professes and proclaims mercy – the most
stupendous attribute of the Creator and of the Redeemer – and when she brings people
close to the sources of the Saviour’s mercy, of which she is the trustee and
dispenser”.[11]
The Church is commissioned to announce the mercy of God, the 12. beating heart of the
Gospel, which in its own way must penetrate the heart and mind of every person. The
Spouse of Christ must pattern her behaviour after the Son of God who went out to
everyone without exception. In the present day, as the Church is charged with the task of
the new evangelization, the theme of mercy needs to be proposed again and again with
new enthusiasm and renewed pastoral action. It is absolutely essential for the Church and
for the credibility of her message that she herself live and testify to mercy. Her language
and her gestures must transmit mercy, so as to touch the hearts of all people and inspire
them once more to find the road that leads to the Father.
The Church’s first truth is the love of Christ. The Church makes herself a servant of this
love and mediates it to all people: a love that forgives and expresses itself in the gift of
oneself. Consequently, wherever the Church is present, the mercy of the Father must be
evident. In our parishes, communities, associations and movements, in a word, wherever
there are Christians, everyone should find an oasis of mercy.
We want to live this Jubilee Year in light of the Lord’s words: 13.Merciful like the
Father. The Evangelist reminds us of the teaching of Jesus who says, “Be merciful just as
your Father is merciful” (Lk 6:36). It is a programme of life as demanding as it is rich
with joy and peace. Jesus’s command is directed to anyone willing to listen to his voice
(cf. Lk 6:27). In order to be capable of mercy, therefore, we must first of all dispose
ourselves to listen to the Word of God. This means rediscovering the value of silence in
order to meditate on the Word that comes to us. In this way, it will be possible to
contemplate God’s mercy and adopt it as our lifestyle.
In this Holy Year, we look forward to the experience of opening 15. our hearts to those
living on the outermost fringes of society: fringes which modern society itself creates.
How many uncertain and painful situations there are in the world today! How many are
the wounds borne by the flesh of those who have no voice because their cry is muffled
and drowned out by the indifference of the rich! During this Jubilee, the Church will be
called even more to heal these wounds, to assuage them with the oil of consolation, to
bind them with mercy and cure them with solidarity and vigilant care. Let us not fall into
humiliating indifference or a monotonous routine that prevents us from discovering what
is new! Let us ward off destructive cynicism! Let us open our eyes and see the misery of
the world, the wounds of our brothers and sisters who are denied their dignity, and let us
recognize that we are compelled to heed their cry for help! May we reach out to them and
support them so they can feel the warmth of our presence, our friendship, and our
fraternity! May their cry become our own, and together may we break down the barriers
of indifference that too often reign supreme and mask our hypocrisy and egoism!

It is my burning desire that, during this Jubilee, the Christian people may reflect on
the corporal and spiritual works of mercy. It will be a way to reawaken our conscience,
too often grown dull in the face of poverty. And let us enter more deeply into the heart of
the Gospel where the poor have a special experience of God’s mercy. Jesus introduces us
to these works of mercy in his preaching so that we can know whether or not we are
living as his disciples. Let us rediscover these corporal works of mercy: to feed the
hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, welcome the stranger, heal the sick,
visit the imprisoned, and bury the dead. And let us not forget the spiritual works of
mercy: to counsel the doubtful, instruct the ignorant, admonish sinners, comfort the
afflicted, forgive offences, bear patiently those who do us ill, and pray for the living and
the dead.
We cannot escape the Lord’s words to us, and they will serve as the criteria upon which
we will be judged: whether we have fed the hungry and given drink to the thirsty,
welcomed the stranger and clothed the naked, or spent time with the sick and those in
prison (cf. Mt 25:31-45). Moreover, we will be asked if we have helped others to escape
the doubt that causes them to fall into despair and which is often a source of loneliness; if
we have helped to overcome the ignorance in which millions of people live, especially
children deprived of the necessary means to free them from the bonds of poverty; if we
have been close to the lonely and afflicted; if we have forgiven those who have offended
us and have rejected all forms of anger and hate that lead to violence; if we have had the
kind of patience God shows, who is so patient with us; and if we have commended our
brothers and sisters to the Lord in prayer. In each of these “little ones,” Christ himself is
present. His flesh becomes visible in the flesh of the tortured, the crushed, the scourged,
the malnourished, and the exiled… to be acknowledged, touched, and cared for by us. Let
us not forget the words of Saint John of the Cross: “as we prepare to leave this life, we
will be judged on the basis of love”.[12]
I present, therefore, this Extraordinary Jubilee Year dedicated 25. to living out in our
daily lives the mercy which the Father constantly extends to all of us. In this Jubilee
Year, let us allow God to surprise us. He never tires of casting open the doors of his heart
and of repeating that he loves us and wants to share his love with us. The Church feels
the urgent need to proclaim God’s mercy. Her life is authentic and credible only when
she becomes a convincing herald of mercy. She knows that her primary task, especially at
a moment full of great hopes and signs of contradiction, is to introduce everyone to the
great mystery of God’s mercy by contemplating the face of Christ. The Church is called
above all to be a credible witness to mercy, professing it and living it as the core of the
revelation of Jesus Christ. From the heart of the Trinity, from the depths of the mystery of
God, the great river of mercy wells up and overflows unceasingly. It is a spring that will
never run dry, no matter how many people draw from it. Every time someone is in need,
he or she can approach it, because the mercy of God never ends. The profundity of the
mystery surrounding it is as inexhaustible as the richness which springs up from it.
In this Jubilee Year, may the Church echo the word of God that resounds strong and clear
as a message and a sign of pardon, strength, aid, and love. May she never tire of
extending mercy, and be ever patient in offering compassion and comfort. May the

Church become the voice of every man and woman, and repeat confidently without end:
“Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love, for they have been from of
old” (Ps 25:6).
Given in Rome, at Saint Peter’s, on 11 April, the Vigil of the Second Sunday of Easter, or
the Sunday of Divine Mercy, in the year of our Lord 2015, the third of my Pontificate.
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